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Civil Air Patrol, Maryland Wing 

Second Quarter Newsletter, 2008 

           
Joint Services Open House Airshow 

                   By C/SSgt P. Gleichauf with 2d Lt D. Ells 
                                    

 
 
SSgt Ells, C/C1A Gleichauf, C/SSgt Gleichauf, C/Maj Frater, C/2d Lt Boehk, C/Amn Gress, C/AB Payne, 1st Lt Moore.  Photo Credit: 
Unknown 
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On 16 May 2008, six cadets and two senior members from the Fort McHenry 
Composite Squadron participated in a very special Aerospace Education activity. 
1st Lt Larry Moore and 2d Lt Donald Ells, both active duty Air Force, C/Major 
Frater, C/2Lt Boehk, C/SSgt Gleichauf, C/A1C Gleichauf, C/Amn Gress, and 
C/AB Payne attended the annual Joint Services Openhouse Airshow at Andrews 
Air Force Base in Camp Springs, MD. This event provided cadets and senior 
members with a first hand look of the aircraft and technology employed by the 
United States military. 
 
During the airshow the cadets toured the U-2 Dragon Lady aircraft. U-2s have 
performed strategic reconnaissance for decades.  An Air Force Lieutenant 
Colonel allowed the cadets and senior members to view the cockpit and walk 
around the intelligence-gathering aircraft. The pilot explained that this aircraft can 
fly as high as 80,000 feet above enemy occupied territory. The U-2 pilot can fly 
missions lasting 12 or more hours and wears a specialized flight suit because of 
the high operating altitudes. The cadets and senior members spoke with pilots 
and aircrew from a variety of aircraft to include the C-5 Galaxy, T-6 Texan II and 
the C-130. 
 
The cadets and senior members enjoyed the aerial demonstrations by United 
States military pilots. Individual aircraft included the Marine Corp’s AV-8B Harrier, 
the Air Force’s F-15 Strike Eagle and the amazing F-22 Raptor. Everyone was 
pleased to experience three different military and civilian aviation teams. The first 
of these consisted of three retired military pilots flying F-104 Starfighters. This is 
the most popular fighter of the Air Force’s Century Series. The second consisted 
of four different aircraft representing the different eras of military aviation 
employed by the United States Air Force known as the Heritage flight. The 
formation was comprised of the P-51 Mustang, the F-4 Phantom, the F-15 Strike 
Eagle and the F-22 Raptor. The final team was an airshow classic, the Blue 
Angels, which is the United States Navy’s demonstration team. 
 
In addition to seeing and speaking with military pilots the cadets were able to see 
several civilian pilots perform, among the most famous was Sean Tucker in his 
red Oracle biplane. FMCS personnel learned about the developments of military 
aviation while having fun. The cadets and senior members are looking forward to 
attending next year. 
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C/Maj Frater  Photo Credit: D. Ells                                                                            C/Amn Gress.  Photo Credit: D. Ells 

 
 
 

 
     
 C/C1A Gleichauf, C/SSgt Gleichauf, C/Maj Frater, C/2d Lt Boehk, C/Amn Gress, C/AB Payne, Photo Credit:  D. Ells 
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            C/C1A Gleichauf, C/SSgt Gleichauf, C/Maj Frater, C/Amn Gress, C/2d Lt Boehk, C/AB Payne.  PhotoCredit: D. Ells 

 

 

                                
Encampment, 2008 

 
C/Amn Craig, C/Am Tirgueno, C/A1C Prabhakar, C/Am 
Payne, C/Amn Gress.  Photo Credit: E. Ells 

Fort McHenry Composite Squadron 
personnel participated in the 2008 
Tri-Wing Encampment, at Camp 
Fretterd Military Reservation in 
Reisterstown, MD,  June 22-29.    

 

Encampment is a rite-of-passage for 
all cadets.  Attending from our 
squadron were Capt C. Hiles, TSgt 
Gleichauf, C/A1C Prabhakar, C/Amn 
Gress, C/Amn Craig, C/Amn 
Trigueno, and C/Amn Payne   Up at 
five 0’clock for Physical Training, 
cadets trained in drill and 
ceremonies.  They took classes 
about Civil Air Patrol and U.S. Air 
Force topics, aerospace education, 
and emergency services.   Each 
night cadets competed in nightly 
volleyball competitions.  After three 
days of hard work, the three days of 
rotations began.  These are enjoyed 
by both staff and cadets.  Maryland 
Air National Guard flew cadets for 
orientation flights in a C-130J.  
Cadets flew in Blackhawk with the 
help from the Maryland Army 
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National Guard Army Aviation unit.  
Another activity was rappelling, 
guided by expert MDARNG rappel 
masters.  Cadets rappelled from both 
thirty and one-hundred foot heights.  
MDARNG personnel taught a Drug 
Demand Reduction and a class on 
weather.  Tri-Wing staff members, 
trained in its use, helped 
encampment basics as they used 
the weapons simulator.  As she has 
in the past, Col. Mary Feik visited the 
encampment and spoke to the 
cadets.  Following the volleyball 
championship and drill competition, 
is the dining out, called the Mess.  
Nominated by both seniors and 
cadets, Capt C. Hiles won Honor 
Officer.  There must be some 
interesting stories about the Grog 
Bowl, too.  The final day was the 
pass in review parade, showing to 
the staff and parents how quickly 
great cadets can learn. 

 

 
 
Promotions  
 
C/SSgt P.Gleichauf to C/TSgt  
C/SrA G.Gleichauf to C/SSgt 
C/Am K. Prabhakar to C/A1C 
C/AB R. Craig to C/Amn 
C/AB S. Gress to C/Amn  
C/AB J. Payne to C/Amn 
C/AB T. Trigueno to C/Amn 
 
 

 
 

Duty Changes 
 

Maj Barth to Deputy Commander for 
Seniors  
Capt Hiles to Acting Commander for 
FMCS until Capt Walker returns 
1st Lt Martin Sacks to Assistant 
Aerospace Education Officer 
1st Lt Martin Sacks to Assistant Safety 
Officer 
2d Lt Alvin Sacks to Safety Officer 
2d Lt Donald Ells to Deputy 
Commander for Cadets 
SM Nicole Morrison to Drug Demand 
Reduction Officer 
 
 

 
 

Accolades 
 
1st Lt Martin Sachs passed his Form 
5 flight for Mountain Pilot.  He also 
earned a technician rating in Safety. 
 
2d Lt Donald Ells earned the Yeager 
Award. 
 
2d Lt Christopher Gunther earned a 
technician rating for 
Logistics/Transportation. 
 
 

�

Water, Water, 
Everywhere!   

Fort McHenry Composite Squadron 
was represented at the Water Front 
Festival at Wilson Point, near Martin 
State Airport on a very rainy May 17.   
The annual event features live music 
and bands, local businesses, and 
other services organizations.  1st Lt C 
Striker, 2d Lt Metcalf and C/AB 
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Payne from FMCS and two other 
squadrons had a booth to inform 
visitors about what Civil Air Patrol 
does for the community and nation 
and the benefits of volunteering in a 
top-notch organization like Civil Air 
Patrol. 

�

(From left to right) Maj. Patricia Filipiak, commander of the 
Osprey Composite Squadron; SM Lillian Deering and 2nd Lt. 
Sean Metcalf, Fort McHenry Composite Squadron, pose in front 
of the Osprey recruiting booth at the recent WaterFest. (Photo 
credit: SM Melissa Dunlap, CAP) 
 

�

Cadet Airman Basic Payne and Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Purvis 
man the recruiting booth. (Photo credit: SM Melissa Dunlap, 
CAP) 

 

 
 
 

Chaplain Service Region 
Staff College 
 
Father Gus Peters attended 
Chaplain Service Region Staff 
College on May 26-29.  It was held 

at the Naval Amphibious Base in 
Little Creek, Norfolk, Virginia.  Maj 
Peters received his certification in 
Critical Incident Stress Management:  
Individual Crisis Intervention and 
Peer Support.  Way to go, Father 
Gus! 
 
 

 
 
 

WV and MD Wings 
Conduct Joint SAREX 
with MDARNG  
 

The West Virginia and Maryland 
Wings of the Civil Air Patrol held a 
joint search and rescue exercise 
(SAREX) at the Petersburg/Grant 
County Airport on April 18-21.  In 
September, 2007, Maryland invited 
West Virginia to participate in a 
SAREX in Maryland.  One would 
think there would not be many 
problems, but there were.   

The SAREX in April was to see if 
improvements had been made.   
C/Amn Casey Bennett represented 
Fort McHenry Composite Squadron.  
He was among the cadets flown in 
Blackhawk helicopters from Tipton 
Airport in Laurel, MD, to the Incident 
Command Post at the airport—a 
very impressive sight.  The seven 
UH-60 Blackhawks came from the 
29th Combat Aviation Brigade, 
Maryland Army National Guard 
based at Weide Army Heliport, 
Aberdeen Proving Ground.   

On Saturday, ground teams went out 
on missions for the simulated natural 
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disaster.  Fifteen CAP planes flew 
sorties.  Cadets got a BBQ dinner at 
the end of the days.  

�

Four Maryland Army National Guard UH-60                                               
Blackhawk helicopters in close formation en route to                                 
 Petersburg, WV. (Photo credit: 1st Lt. Jon Wiseman, CAP)                    
 

�
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Cadet Officer School 

C/2d Lt Laura Boehk can wear a 
silver star on her Mitchell ribbon.  
She earned it by attending Cadet 
Officer School (COS) at Huntington 
College, near Maxwell AFB, AL, 
June 16-26.   COS is patterned after 
the USAF Squadron Officer School.  
Academically challenging, COS is an 

in-depth study of the skills of 
leadership. 

 

Brig. Gen. Amy Courter, Interim CAP National 
Commander and 2d Lt Boehk.  Photo Credit: C/Maj 
Carlos Pineda, NJWG 

Cadet Boehk had two instructors.   
One was an Air Force officer and the 
other was a CAP officer.   She 
learned about the Air Force 
approach to the psychology of 
leadership, problem solving 
techniques, effective writing, 
effective speaking, and group 
dynamics.  The course was divided 
between lecture, seminar, and 
hands-on training.   

She remembers most the stacks and 
stacks of reading material.  “I really 
didn’t want to go because I was 
worried about the academics,” she 
said.  She was right to be worried.  
She rose at six each morning, went 
to classes until eight in the evening, 
and studied until midnight or one. 

Her work paid off.  She earned 
Academic Ace for her Flight.  On the 
final exam, she scored second of the 
one-hundred-twenty cadets. 
 
Talk to Cadet Boehk if you are 
thinking about attending COS next 
year.  You must be 16 and have your 
Mitchell Award.  A course such as 
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COS would cost thousands of dollars 
to cover the cost.  The registration 
fee through CAP is $250 and covers 
books, meals, lodging, and other 
materials.  CAP also pays for travel 
to the activity at no cost to the cadet. 

 
Photo Credit: Unknown. TX Wing 

 

 

 

Air Force Evaluates 
Maryland Wing at SAREX: 
By 1st Lt Chris Striker  

 

 
 
1stLt Striker.  Photo Credit: C. Striker 

 
On June 20-22, the USAF observed 
Maryland Wing at work during a 
SAREX.  1st Lt C. Striker flew as a 
scanner.  He writes: 

For three days prior, orders 
constantly flooded my e-mail on a 
pending "simulated" hurricane Zoe.  
Zoe was heading in our direction. 
CAP aircraft were told to move to a 
hangered location in Hagerstown, 
MD.  No Incident Command Post 
had been established by Friday 
night. The ICP ended up being 
multiple ICPs to see how we would 
work together.  Working together 
smoothly is a goal in the FEMA ICS 
structure. Martin State Airport served 
as Area Command.  St. Mary©s and 
Hagerstown were also command 
posts.  
 
I arrived Saturday morning.  
Everything at the airport was quiet.  
Most of the ground teams had 
departed, searching for missing 
planes and damage assessment in 
the two other areas. After signing in, 
I got some information so I could 
start planning on the next phase. 
While waiting, I took control as the 
Mission Staff Assistant and did the 
flight line runs to pick up incoming 
aircrews. Our planes flew in just 
about every 15 minutes. Aircrews 
signed in, and were debriefed and 
reassigned new missions or were 
deployed out to the other ICPs for 
other missions. We were give our 
mission, planned it out and set out to 
the flight line, loaded up, got situated 
and taxied out for take off. I flew as a 
Mission Scanner on a route search 
looking for a simulated missing 
aircraft. Once in the air we headed 
towards Loch Raven Reservoir, then 
to Carroll County Airport. We 
continued onward to Frederick and 
Hagerstown airports before in all 
yending up circling Potomac Airfield 
out in western MD.  
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After starting our return trip back, we 
were asked to divert to Hagerstown 
ICP for a new assignment. As we 
were being defriefed, a call came in 
from another aircrew announcing 
they might have found the simulated 
crash in the area of Greenbriar State 
Park in Frederick and were tracking 
the ELT signal.  Because this was 
not confirmed and because a ground 
team was en route to verify, our 
aircrew was given a new route 
search back to the east. We flew out 
of Hagerstown and picked up the 
track towards Frederick airport.  Not 
hearing the beacon signal, we 
headed towards Carroll County 
Airport. The groundteam confirmed 
the simulated crash site. Our aircrew 
then finished up out search and 
headed back to martin state, 
refueled the aircraft and got 
debriefed so we could depart the ICP 
for home. 
  
All in all, the search was successful 
on our end as well as the teams on 
the ground that have to physically 
identify the site as well as work with 
aircrews to get going in the right 
direction. 
 

 
 
Hagerstown.  Photo Credit: C. Striker  

 

 

April Blood Drive 

 
Lt Col Steinmeier, Father Gus Peters, C/2d Lt Boehk, C/AB 
Payne, C/Amn Prabhakar, C/SSgt Gleichauf, and C/Maj Frater 

Fort McHenry Composite Squadron 
held its twelth Community Blood 
Drive on April 26.  Twelve pints of 
blood were donated.   Lt Col 
Steinmeier, Father Gus Peters, 1st Lt 
Striker, 1st Lt Von der Linden, 2d Lt 
Ells, C/Maj Frater, C/2d Lt Boehk, 
C/SSgt Gleichauf, C/Amn Prabhakar, 
C/AB Gress, and C/AB Payne 
assisted the Red Cross staff. 

The Catonsville Blood Drive was 
organized by the Squadron in 2005 
as part of its community outreach 
program and is co-sponsored by the 
Greater Catonsville Chamber of 
Commerce and the Baltimore County 
Department of Recreation and 
Parks. The drive is held at the 
squadron’s meeting location at the 
Bloomsbury Community Center in 
Catonsville, Maryland, a Baltimore 
County Recreation and Parks facility.  
The next blood drive will be August 
23, 2008.  Senior and cadet 
members, if you can help, please 
contact Maj Barth. 
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To donate at the next Catonsville 
Community Blood Drive, contact 
Major Barth at 301-518-0046 or at 
CatonsvilleBloodDrive@comcast.net.  

 

C/Amn Prabhakar and C/AB Payne 

 

 
 
The Civil Air Patrol, the official 
auxiliary of the U. S. Air Force, was 
founded on Dec. 1, 1941, less than a 
week before the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor brought the U. S. into 
World War II. CAP is a nonprofit 
organization with more than 56,000 
members nationwide. The 
organization’s members perform 95 
percent of continental U.S. inland 
search and rescue missions tasked 
by the Air Force Rescue Coordination 
Center, and were credited by the 
AFRCC with saving 103 lives in fiscal 
year 2007. Its volunteers also perform 
homeland security, disaster relief and 
counterdrug missions at the request 
of federal, state and local agencies. 

Members take a leading role in 
aerospace education and serve as 
mentors to the almost 25,000 young 
people currently participating in the�
CAP Cadet Program. CAP’s cadet�

programs provide young men and 
women with a safe and motivating 
environment in which to grow and 
explore opportunities in the military 
and aviation industries. CAP has 
been performing mission for 
American for more than 63 years. 

There are approximately 1,300 
members of CAP in Maryland. Last 
fiscal year wing members flew 42 
search and rescue missions and were 
credited with 31 finds. For more 
information, visit www.mdcap.org. 

 
 
The Fort McHenry Squadron meets 
weekly 7-9pm on Tuesday evenings 
at the  

Bloomsbury Community Center 
106 Bloomsbury Ave. 

Rm. 106 
Catonsville, MD 21228 

 
The Fort McHenry Squadron 
Newsletter is published by the Fort 
McHenry Composite Squadron of the 
Civil Air Patrol. 
 
Editor - Capt Gayle Hirst, CAP 
 
For more information about the Fort 
McHenry Squadron please contact: 
 
Capt Karen Walker, CAP 
Commander 
Fort McHenry Squadron 
(240) 535-0154 
kbwalker@maranatha.net 
 
1st Lt Alvin Sacks, CAP 
Public Relations Officer 
ahsacks@verizon.net  
(301) 229-3399 
 
Capt Gayle Hirst, CAP 
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Public Relations Officer 
(410)719-7323 
GayleJH@aol.com 
 
Major Doug Barth, CAP 
Recruiting Officer 
FtMcHenryCAP@comcast.net 
(301) 518-0046 
 
 
 

 

 
 


